Introduction to online questionnaire
Thank you for participating in this survey about the gears used in small-scale artisanal fishing in developing countries. We are particularly interested in the degree to which bed nets distributed for malaria control are being used in fishing in different parts of the world. There are two groups of people who we are targeting this survey towards, anyone who has knowledge of small-scale and artisanal fishing, and anyone who is involved in malaria control efforts in fishing areas of developing countries. We would be very grateful if you could complete the survey if you belong to one of these two groups regardless of whether you have observed bed nets being used in fishing because we are interested in both positive and negative observations of net use. The survey should only take about 15 minutes to complete and it should take less time if you haven't seen fishing with bed nets.
There have been a number of reports of bed nets being used for fishing, but these have been anecdotal or local. This study will give the first global perspective on the use of insecticide-treated bed nets and long-lasting insecticide-treated bed nets for fishing. This will increase understanding of the scale and methods of fishing with bed nets and its role in people's livelihoods so that we can provide advice on how to manage this growing phenomenon.
This questionnaire is part of an MSc research project by Rajina Gurung, from Imperial College London, in partnership with Zoological Society of London. The information you give will provide a valuable insight into this extremely poorly understood and documented issue. Your responses are anonymous and confidential, and general trends will be reported rather than specifics. We will be careful to ensure that our research does not harm local people in the areas of study, and that we maintain the highest ethical standards.
Are you happy to proceed on this basis?
Please specify which area you are most familiar with to take you to the relevant survey □ Small-scale and artisanal fishing □ Malaria control efforts Survey targeted at individuals with knowledge of small-scale artisanal fishing □ Replacing old net for new net □ No disposal □ Self-disposal by recipient □ Other (please specify) □ Don't know 20. How are nets reaching the area? Please rank in order of prevalence □ Distributed at health clinics (please specify if distributed for free or at a subsidised price if known) □ Distributed at maternity clinics (please specify if distributed for free or at a subsidised price if known) □ Distributed from government campaigns (please specify if distributed for free or at a subsidised price if known) □ Sold at local shops □ Sold from traders □ Received from relatives / family □ Distributed for free at schools □ Other (please describe) □ Don't know 21. Do you know what happens to bed nets after they are no longer usable for malaria control, in order of prevalence? (please select all that apply) □ Thrown away □ Destroyed by burning □ Used for fishing □ Alternative uses e.g. crop cover, wedding dresses etc (please describe) □ Other (please describe) □ Don't know 22. Where is this information coming from? E.g. own research, malaria indicator survey etc (please specify)
